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6 September 2009

Oxfringe Press Release 
“WHISPERING” BOB HARRIS IS MUSIC PATRON OF OXFRINGE

Oxfringe – Oxford’s exciting new multi-genre arts festival – is thrilled that celebrated presenter and broadcaster “Whispering” Bob Harris is now our Music Patron.

Something of a legend in his own lifetime – he’s often described as the ‘John Peel of country music’ - Bob is currently presenter of The Bob Harris Show and Bob Harris Country on Radio 2.  More than thirty years ago his television programme The Old Grey Whistle Test was a must-see show for music lovers and musicians everywhere and is etched on many memories.  Then, as now, he was championing a very eclectic range of music to an audience who warmed to his boundless enthusiasm and razor-sharp knowledge of his subject.  That charismatic enthusiasm is much in evidence when Bob speaks about his role as Music Patron:     

“My work is inspired by new music and it’s wonderful to be involved with Oxfringe.  New music is the lifeblood of my industry and I can’t wait to get further involved with the fantastic energy of the Oxfordshire independent music community, promoting and supporting our exciting local acts.”  

In typical self-deprecating style, he’s less well-known for co-founding Time Out magazine in 1968 and for a string of accolades within the music industry including International Broadcaster of the Year (from the Country Music Association) in 2004.   

As Patron, Bob will naturally be interested in the music programme at Oxfringe which runs 24 March – 11 April 2010, including endorsing and presenting a special event for up-and-coming local bands.  Keep an eye on the website for more details www.oxfringe.com.   
NOTES FOR EDITORS

1. Oxfringe is a not-for-profit organisation, run by Heather Dunmore and Sarah Jones (Co-directors). 

2. The team can be contacted via info@oxfringe.com, www.oxfringe.com or Sarah Jones on 0771 307 8272.

Oxfringe began with just two events in 2007. In 2008 there were 39 shows across around 60 performances, growing to 147 events across 27 venues for 2009. The Oxfringe Autumn Acoustics brochure is available now across the city and on our website. Further press information and photographs are available at www.oxfringe.com/pressinfo
